Reversible nephrotoxicity associated with cephalothin therapy.
A 53-year-old man with scalp cellulitis developed acute renal failure after sodium cephalothin therapy. The patient probably had preexisting renal disease. Discontinuance of cephalothin was followed by improvement of the renal function. Specimens from a renal biopsy performed during the recovery phase showed nonspecific changes in the renal tubular epithelium, similar to those seen in animals treated with large doses of cephalothin. Previously reported cases of cephalothin nephrotoxicity, along with this case, caution the clinician to proceed with care in the treatment of azotemic patients with cephalothin.